My artistic mission as a Hiphop dramaturg is to combine American theatre and Hiphop to
reveal a more complete story of America. For this particular paper I laid some of the life and
works of early 1900’s American playwright Sophie Treadwell against the works of hiphop artists
Ice Cube and Queen Latifah. My first objective was to heighten the works of two
African-American rap artists whose struggles more than parallel the artistic plight of Treadwell,
and highlight the artistic achievements of two rap legends. Both theatre and hiphop speak to the
voices of people who often go unheard. But while theatre rapidly became an art form cherished
by the privileged, hiphop remains the voice of the oppressed and the true story of America. The
second objective is to highlight that fact. Below is my original abstract which I constructed as a
complex rap, detailing my essay in which I also incorporated original raps in order to further

bridge Hiphop and academia.

My objective, mission, and goal/

is to check the vision and soul/

of two art forms whose differences seem plenty fold./
But the facts behind the fiction/

made my imagination kick in/

and combine lines and times and dialogue and diction./
Classic American playwrights,/

Rappers and what they write/



can really inform the works of one another? They might./
I set out to analyze these things thematically/
Willy Loman and Flava Flav have a lot in common, can it be?/
Public Enemy, Queen Latifah, and KRS-One/
Machinal, Menagerie, Crucible, All My Sons/
From the kings from Queens, from Queens come kings/
to string/

together things/

previously unseen/
be it stage, script, or screen/
blue hairs or teens/
there’s a social gap it seems./
This is where I intervene./

I’ve set out/

to remove doubt/

that artistic differences are what unity is about./
I’ve schemed/

through scenes/
Read the lines in between/

to achieve/

that this esteem/

is more than just a dream./



Like Tennessee and Sophie/
The independent and lonely/
The shared space to trace the race on this pony./

Both the track and stage/

analyze and gauge/

The current societal phase/

and put their rage on the page./
Both audiences are appeased and challenged simultaneously./
If we’re honest and perceive the balance then it’s plain to see/
Like Tom’s sister Laura/

the world can be a horror./
And I’m trying to unlock those fears./

Alohomora.



